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and his principal advisers, namely the Councillors and Secre-
taries, were particularly assailed. They failed, it was said, to
give him sound advice in respect to allaying the fear undoubtedly
felt by the sepoys for their caste or religion, and dealing with
the premonitory symptoms of the insurrectionary storm. They
possessed competent experience, indeed, but it was not of the
right sort. There was a want of special knowledge relating to
northern India where the scenes of trouble and danger lay.
The most important post in the secretariat was held by George
Edmonstone, already mentioned in chapter V., who certainly
was highly qualified in this respect, and among the Councillors
John Peter Grant was a man of commanding talent. Still, on
the whole, there was hardly at Calcutta a display of that genius
in emergency which might have been expected, and which
actually appeared in many parts of India during those most
troublous months. In fact Calcutta is not a 'place favourably
situated for feeling the pulse, as it were, of the political classes
in the country, or for understanding the spirit of rebellion
whenever it may be abroad. To this disadvantage Calcutta was
inevitably subject, as a drawback to its many advantages in
other respects, Doubtless Canning's counsels must have suffered
from this cause at the beginning.

Having remained at Calcutta during the summer and autumn of
1857, Canning proceeded at the close of the year to Allahabad. His
purpose was to supervise personally the affairs of those provinces
which had been disturbed, afford to the Commander-in-Chief,
Lord Clyde, such support as might be required for terminating
the rebellion which still lasted in Oudh and Central India, and
deal promptly with the political questions which would arise
when victory had been won in the field. In all affairs of
military urgency he acted with due quickness, and did all that
could be done by the Government for despatching troops to Lord
Clyde from every quarter for the several campaigns which were
in progress, and furnishing the commanders with all the re-
sources needed for conducting their operations successfully.
But he soon became unable to despatch with equal efficiency
the countless affairs, of secondary importance 0r urgency,